DRAMA

more at an the distance the nders pedal being
registered on large dials. There is also cycle
speedway a sport practised only by youths
Events take the form of team matches generally
on rough cinder tracks constructed on waste
ground -with pairs of riders opposing rival pairs In
a series of races and points awarded to the leaders
in each race Corners have to be skidded
round as they sometimes are in ordinary grass
track cycle racing Very different but still com
petitive in a way is a form of event that provides
a link between the sporting side of cycling and the
more purely recreational side the reliability trial
or attempt to achieve a fixed standard

Cycling also has Its team game in bicycle polo
a hard game requiring a high level of cycling skill
and considerable nerve and controlled by the
Bicycle Polo Association of Great Britain The
game is divided into six 15 minute chukkas with
five players and one substitute on each side
International matches are plajed and there are
national and local leagues

There is also an organisation that caters es
pecially for the distance tourist m the Cyclists
Touring dub which keeps a check on premises
offering accommodation to cycle tourists and
provides a sign for use on approved accommoda
tion The address of the C T C national head
quarters is Cotterell House 69 Meadrow Godalm
ing Surrey The office for travel facilities is
C T C Travel Ltd 13 Spring Street Paddlngton
London W2

Darts

Originally just a casual amusement confined
almost entirely to public houses the game of
darts is now one of Britain s most popular pas
tunes Public houses still provide facilities for
it but to day clubs canteens factories offices
and private houses also have then- boards and
there are numerous team and individual com
petitions including a National Championship
The prizes rival those of any other game for value
matches are widely reported and the attendance
for the bigger contests is limited only by the size
of the hall This enthusiasm is not misplaced
for the game is a test of skill and iuok plays
little part in it The governing body is the
National Darts Association of Great Britain

The standard circular board has a diameter of 18
niches  and is divided into segments numbered
from 1 to 20 but not consecutively    In addition
there are two rings each t inch wide that go right
round the board and through each segment
These are the   double   ring at the extremity of
the board and the    treble    ring near the centre
of the board darts in these rings counting double
or treble the value of the segment    In the centre
of the board there are two small rings the   bull
or     dosser     counting 60   and the     outer
counting 25    The bull is 5 feet 8 inches from the
ground and the wooden or metal feathered darts
are thrown from a line   called the    hockey
usually 9 feet away

Matches may be singles doubles or between
teams of four or eight players (James are for a
certain number of points usually 101 201 301
501 801 or 1001 the lower totals being used for
individual and the higher for team contests and
matches are generally the best two out of three
games or legs Conditions for matches vary
but normally stipulate either straight start and
finish on a double or start and finish on a
double In the first case players score from the
start but in the second they do not score until
one double has been registered. In both cases
they must finish on a double and they must
with the exact number they reauire Scores
are counted downwards players being told how
many they need, rather than how many they have
scored,

In addition to the straightforward game there
are many darts variations In one Bound
the clock a player has to throw one dart into
each segment from 1 to either 20 or the bull his
turn continuing until he throws three darts un
successfully In Shanghai players start with
a complete throw of three darts at number 1 and
continue with a throw at every number up to 9
but players who fail to score at number 6 drop out

GAMES  AND RECREATIONS

In cricket one player bats throwing nor
mally and counting everything over 40 while the
other bowls throwing only at the bull and
counting one wicket for every outer and two
for every bull five wickets ending his op
ponents innings In a darts version of
shove ha penny players have to get three darts
in each segment from 1 to 9 and three in the
centre In Elves players score only if their
total is divisible by five

Diving    See Swimming

Dominoes

Dominoes are similar in many ways to cards in
that many games can be played with them with
varying degrees of skill Players play (or pose
or down) m turn from hands The game was
introduced in Europe by way of Italy in the 18th
century though the actual games as they are
played today and also the scoring methods are of
French origin.

The domino itself (called a card or stone) is
oblong with its face divided by a centre line and
marked in each half by indented dots A set
normally consists of 28 pieces respectively marked
6-8 (double Six) 6-5 6-4 6-3 6-2 6-1 6-0 5-5
5-4 5-3 5-2 5-1 5-0 4-4 4-3 4-2 4-1 4-0
3-3 3-2 3-1 3-0 2-2 2-1 2-0 1-1 1-0 0-0
(double blank) (There are special sets for games
consisting of 55 pieces running up to 9-9 and 85
pieces running as high as 12-12)

In the common form of the game using 28
pieces the dominoes are laid face downwards on
the table each player taking seven the rest being
left as a reserve A player stands his hand so
that the faces of his pieces are visible to b<"r but
not to his opponents The idea of the game is to
match the number on one domino half to that of
the free half of a piece already played on the table
Pieces are laid end to end but double pieces are
laid transversely and allow the player an extra
turn The winner is the one who plays all his
pieces

Variations include playing a piece that is not
the same as the one to which it is fitted but that
with it adds up to seven or one that will make the
two ends of the line add up five or a multiple of
five or three or a multiple of three Another
variation makes the double blank and any piece
on which the two halves add up to seven matadors
These are the equivalent of the card player s vnld
cards and may be played at any tune

In some games a playei who cannot play simply
misses the turn while in others he may draw from
the reserve having of course to retain the
domino in his hand if he still cannot play

Games are for two three four or more players
and in some of those for four players two play
together against the other two each player trying
to block his opponents but to assist his partner

As with cards solitary players can play
Patience and this is a good way for a beginner to
learn how to play a hand The player picks five
dominoes from a shuffled set starts with any
piece he chooses and then continues to play to the
normal way "When he cannot play he draws
enough pieces from the reserve to make his hand
up to five and carries on continuing until either he
can play out or cannot play at all from the pieces
left

In the more skilful games as In the more skilful
games of cards a good memory is an asset as it is
essential to remember which player played which
piece

Drama

Few countries can boast so eager an interest in
amateur drama as Britain and it is estimated
that there are some 20 000 groups in the British
Isles with half a million membership The cardi-
nal influence in this enormous movement Is the
British Drama League to which some S 500 groups
belong besides over 1000 private individuals